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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
anew 
*Tirust on the mercy of God for ever and erer.” 
Psalm lii. 8. 


CONCLUDED 


il. We pass to notice some important reasons 
for trusting inthe mercy of God. 1. Reason 
suggests the propriety of trusting in the mercy 
of Cred, since it is that perfection which renders 
ihe character of the Father of Spirits, at once 
rmiable, and worthy of supreme adoration. By 
trusting in the mercy of God, is intended nothirg 
diferent from trusting in the God of mercy and 
i may be permitted here to inquire, 
would any of the candid, of whatever denomina- 
tien. repose confidence for his own, and the 
etfety of his household, at a time of general 


nee } 
auarmM., 


COCNneSS, 


me VN 


amidst the most threatening dangers, 
where life, and liberty were both at stake, in a 
person whom he knew, or even supposed to be 
destitute of pity or compassion? Ali will answer 
io. Would you then, in the exercise of sober 
reason, repose confidence for the vast concerns 

‘eternity, in a being who had no compassion 

yr you? Or evenin a being whose mercy and 
bonevolence you had the least reason to doubt ? 
Conmunon sense decides at once that you would 
not. [ut could you be furnished with reasona- 
bie evidence that the purest benevolence and 
goou-will, were the essential qualities of the be- 
ing in whom you were invited to repose your 
‘ust and confidence for safety in life, and for 
flictty im the future state, you would not think 
it onreasonable or unsate, to dismiss your fears, 
feen upen his goodness, and live upon the trans- 
porting hape of eternal life. Such is the mercy 
of God, which is recommended to your confi 
dence. It is essential to the nature of the Deity. 
lt is at all times acting in unison with infinite 
wisdem, supported by unbounded power and au- 
thority. 2. A second reason to be offered why 
we are to trust in the mercy of God, is because 
it is favorable to the happiness of his creatures. 
Hence it is denominated a disposition which pi- 
ties and relieves the afilictions of the creature. 


-—- 





it is expedient to digress for a moment, to re-. 


mark by way of reply to two objections which 
have ofien been urged by religionists to the se!- 
vation of sinners, as being predicated on the 
mercy of God. The first objection stands thus : 
“Ifthe mercy of Jehovah is such as to warrant 
a belief in the sinner’s salvation, would not that 
mercy have prevented sin from coming into the 
world??? Answer, no: Because the most lumi- 
nous display of the merey of God, is in the sal- 
vation of sinners. [t ought to be distinctly un- 
derstood that this objection comes from those 
who profess a belief in ihe scriptures; that they 
readily admit the universal dominion of sin, and 
at the same time, as earnestly advocate the sal- 
vation of afew. Noihing is plainer, than that 


pleasure. 


Objector, had never sinned, ‘he objection would] cy of God was more gloriously displayed, when 
have some force ; but the admission that they! he beheld a world lying in wickedness, and sent 
‘““have sinned and come short of the glory of, his well beloved Son, with powers of truth and 


God,” not only invalidates, but wholly removes 
the objection itself; and at the same time, be- 
trays great want of reflection in the mind of the 
objector. With regard to the second objection : 
‘““1f divine mercy be universal, and is a dispo- 
sition to pity and relieve the sufferings and af- 
flictions of men, why are they the subjects of 
affliction and punishment in this world?” Ans- 
wer, because these light afflictions which are of 
momentary duration, shall work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. And 2d. 
Because the punishments of this life are the in- 
struments of divine goodness in reforming the 
sufferer, and weaning him from the love of sin; 
and is the effect of mercy itself. Sd. Because 
that in case the human race were not in a con- 
dition of sin and suffering, they could not be the 
subjects of deliverance through the interposition 
of divine compassion, from the thraldom of dark- 
ness. Hence it must be obvious to every can- 
did mind, that the mercy of the Supreme Being 
is favourable to the doctrine of universal eman- 
cipation. 

Another important reason fer trusting in the 
mercy of the Lord, is, because it is infinite and 
unchangeable. The Psalmist hath informed us 
that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all 
his works. And a moment's candid reflection 
must result in the fellest cesviction of the infn- 
itude of divine compassion ; for it must be obvious 
that mercy is an attribute of God, must be co- 
extensive with his power, which extends to the 
upholding and government of the utmost bounds 
of universal nature. Add to this the considera- 
tion of its unchangeability—thai it can neither 
be increased or diminished—that its objects are 
always the same, whether in time, or in eteroi- 
ty—that it embraces every creature which the 
free volition of Jehovah hath produced. And it 
will readily be acknowledged as a reason, am- 
ply sufficient to justify the imposed duty of con- 
fidence. 4th. The mercy of Jehovah is eve- 
ry where displayed in creation and providence. 
In the constitution of our nature, we behold the 
harmony of its several powers for activity and 
The sun, shooting his refulgent rays 
through the massy gloom of ancient night, a- 
wakes the slumbering earth which rises into 
order, peopled with an innumerable train for the 
use and convenience of our species,—And man, 
the image and likeness of his maker, is made pos- 
sessor of the whole! The hills drop down iat- 
ness, and the meadows teem with fruits to satis- 
fy our hunger. From the fields, as well as the 
animal kingdom, we are supplied with clothing 
to defend us fromthe inclemency of the season; 
and by the bounteous goodness of divine provi- 
dence, we are furnished with shelter from the 
storm. ‘Thus we behold the universal Parent, 
** opening his hand in mercy, and satislying the 


the objection stands eyually opposed to the sal- | desire of every living thing.” With the candid 


vation of this few, as it does to the salvation of| and reflecting, such a display of divine goodness | 


the whole; because they have been “carnal,| in creation and providence will by no means be 


sold under sin,—and children of wrath even as| deemed an inconsiderable reason in favour of| wi mem peer 
Now if it could be proved that the! trusting in the mercy of God, but will strongly | hope remains for the creature man? None !— 


others.” 


| heavenly grace, to redeem the countless poste- 
sity of Adam from the thraldom of sin, and to 
ransom them from the dominion of darkness.—-- 
Surely this was a time of love: Mercy in gentle 
streams descended from the fountain of glory, 
to give the knowledge of salvation; and angels 
rejoiced with songs of gratitude, to give publici- 
ty to the gladsome tidings. Jesus, the lovely 
image of imperial glory and majesty ; clothed 
with the shining garments of grace and compas- 
sion; enters upon the level of time, and lays 
the broad and ample foundation for everlasting 
peace with God. He wields the sceptre of nev- 
er failing mercy. nor could the impetuous tor- 
rent of envy and madness, check his heavenly 
progress in the execution of mercy’s gracious 
plan! And for whom was this wonderful display 
of divine compassion made? For sinners! such 
as were alienated from the life of God, and dead 
in trespasses and sins! Yea, for all mankind— 
“for all have sinned and come short of the glo- 
ry of God.” For us he bled, he died, and rose 
again, in attestation of the mercy of God; in 
which we are invited to trust forever and ever! 
6th. The mercy of the Most High is proclaimed 
by the gospel of his grace, for the hope of the 
guilty. ‘he apostles received a commission to 
preach the gospel to every creature. But why 
were thev commanded to preach the gospel, or 
glad tidings toallmen? Answer; because God 
is good to all, and his merciful kindness, yea, his 
tender mercies are over all his works! Per- 
haps it may be asked, what does this gospel 
teach, in which there is such a luminous display 
of divine mercy? We answer, it teaches the 
glorious truth of salvation by a redeemer ; *in 
whom” (saith the apostle) ‘ ye also believed, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gos 
pel of your salvation.” This salvation was not 
predicated upon the slender foundation of their 
own works: For in the next chapter be plainly 
tells them, that ‘God who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, evea when 
we were dead in sins, hath quickened ns together 
with Christ, (by grace are ye saved).” And a- 
gain, he asserts that it is ** not of works, lest any 
man should boast.’? Chis is the gospe! of di- 
vine wisdom, which is “full of mercy and good 
fruits; without partiality and without bypocri- 
sy.” Who could desire any additional induce- 
ment to trustin the mercy of God? Every thing 
happifying in time, or desirable for eternity, 1s 
embraced in the mercy of the Lord! Yea, the 
purest felicities of the heavenly state, are the 
legacies of divine mercy! ‘7th. Before we dis- 
miss this part of our subject, it is proper to re- 
mark, that there is no alternative authorized by 
the scriptures, between trusting in the mercy of 
| Jehovah, and a state of absolute despair. All 
‘are represented by the apostle, to be precisely 
‘in the same predicament—* all have sinned” — 
‘and ** God hath concladed them all in unbelief, 








jthat he might have mercy upon all.” Now, 
ithout the mercy of our Creator, what possible 


small number, whose salvation ig admitted by the | tend to induce that confidence. 5th. The mer-| But pale despair, and the melancholy spectres 














ee 


pers 2 tee 
2” segtae: A OP ree mere, 


— 


iV 


if death, are the cheerless companions of our) 


fleeting days! A few scriptures will here be 
noticed, she wing that our salvation is predicated 
upon mercy; with which I shall close this de- 


partment of our subject. In ‘Titus i. 5, the 
apostle has the following decisive language: 


“ Not by works of righteousness which we hav e 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” 
Here the inspired penman excludes works i 

the salvation of man, and then attributes the 
whole to the mercy of God in Christ. 
1 Peter 1. 3, 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 


abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a: 
lively hope by the resurre.tion of Jesus Christ) 
to an inheritance incorruptible | 
reserv-i 


irom the dead, 
and undefiled, and th at fadeth not away, 
ed in heaven for you.”” lo this passage the a 
postle speaks of an hope, to which they were 
begotten by the abundant mercy of God; 
ruptible and undefiled. and that tadeth not away ! 
Jude saith, 21, ** Keep yourselves in 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life.’ 

Hil. As was proposed, we shall brie! 
the moral in ions inculcated by the m: 
of God. It will doubtless be remembered th 
mercy has been considered as being the mani 
festation or display of love. This being grat 
ed, it 4s easy to comprehend the moral dut: 
that are inculcated thereby. The seriptures 
are remarkably clear upon this subject. 


niur ad 


pp ehae 


anu 
teach unequivocally the moral oblizations that 
devolve on us, in consideration of the love 
mercy of God. That * if God so loved us. we 
ought also to love one another.” * Be 
ye therefore merciiul, as your fal also is 
merciful.” It requires the same Leaven!ly tem- 
per to be exercised by us. It inculcates the du- 


P ! 
ania 


ty of compassion to servants and childreo—tor- 
giveness to all our foes—and churiiy to the 


whole family of man. 

The mercy of God as displaved in the gospel, 
strongly enjoins the constant cxercise of un- 
feigned faith in the great Head of the church, 
and tpaches to deny ungodliness and wordly lusts. 
Totivé as heirs of the grace Oi ‘God—to walk 
in the light with grateful hearts. as children of 
the heavenly kingdom—and to let our light so 
shine, that others seeing our good works of 
peace, and fellowship, and love. inay glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. That a ransomed 
world may be brought at last, not only to “* trust 
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Again; 
* Blessed be the God and Father. 


i claration recorded in Ezekiel xviii. 
ly. to the hope of an inheritance that is-incor-! 
S| 


have been written. 
the love oi} 


i netl 


ti 
R which a 


it- 
|p: wssage is the principle on which our criminal laws are 


ies} 


























‘ THE FALL OF MAN. 


CONCLUDPRD. 


Wr are aware that those, who maintain the opinion 
which we have called in question, : lace great depend- 
ence for the support of the common doctrine of the 


an, on St. Peul’s reasoning in the Sth of Romans. 
Ve therefore think it 
tempt a careful examination of this portion of scripture, 
to 
to give support to a doctrine, 
can view it, appears to be a direct violation of reason 


a ‘ 


of m 
fue to common opinion to at- 
ere al if + | } > f it ieht t t > allowed 
ascertain, if possibic, how far it ougnt to be alic C 
which in every way we 
s some plain and direct passa- 
We think that the divine de- 


experience, as well a 
ges of divine revelation. 

20, is as direetly op- 
supposes that 


nosed to this doctrine of the fall, which 


‘ll mankind was rendered criminally guilty in conse- 
of one individual, as could 
See the text; ** The soul that sin- 
it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity 
of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity 
the righteousness of the righteous shall be 


the wickedness of the wicked shal}! be 


quence of the transgression 


of the son; 
uponi 
upon him.’ 
appears to be in harmony with all our ideas of 


him, and 


This passage expresses a moral sentiment 


justice. The principle sct up and maintained by this 
| 





set up, and we cannot name any ryrerinn more abhorrent | 
to our views of justice, than to inflict punishment ona) 
child for what its father did. But the horrible senti- 
ment of the fall, sends millions and miliions to a 
of intolerable sufferings to all eternity for no other crime 
than that committed by the individuals, 
crime, these many millions, 


state 


Adam and Eve, 


and ef which never have 


the least knowledge, until they receive the tnforma- 
tion in hell! 

s fo stand in 
should 


ious belief; and we further 


We say that a sentiment, whic] 


ap 1) 
4 


tj Fopnositi tried} ae +] 
direct opposition. to justice, reason ana sc rip ure, 


not be honoured 
say that it is reasonable 


as*our relig 
that we should endeavour to 
understand St. Paul in the 5th of Romans, in a way to 
agree with scripture, justice, and reason if possible.— 
This doctrine of imputing the sin of an iudividual to 
millions should be the very last thing of all absurdities 
to which we should ever think of applying a portion of | 
With these yns let us 
look at this reasoning of the apostle. See the text; 


** Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, ev- 


the divine testimony. inpressic 


| passed upon 





en over them that had not sinned after the similitude or 


Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was | 


SAZINE. 


trary. See verse 12; ** Wheretore, as by one man sin 
entered iato the world, and death by sin; and so death 
all men, for that all have This 
is the ground of bis argument, and itis plain that he 
extended death to all men on no other principle than 
that allhave sinned. Will the objector say, it is plain 
that the all sin and death to have 
been the 


sinned.” 


apostle represents 


labour of one man, and that all righteousness 


and life are attributed to one other man; and that the 
first man was Adam, and the second, Jesus Christ? Te 
this we hora in the affirmative. And we are awere 


the 


but if we ere 


that this language of apostle has Jed many honest 


minds into a mistauce ; careful to exam- 


1e this divine author, he will tell os what be means by 


this first and second man. See 1 Cor. xv. 45—49 ; 
“The first man Acum was made a living soul, the last 
Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that 


was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natur- 
al; and afterward that which is spiritual. ‘The first 
man is of the earth, the second man js, the 
As is the earthy, such are they al- 
so that are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are 
they also that are heavenly. And borne 
shall also bear the image 


earthy ; 
Lord from heaven. 


as we have 
the image of the carthy, we 
of the heavenly.’ By this passage it is clear, that St 

Paul means the whole human race in the e thy char 

acter by the first man Adam; and that he means the 
human race in the avenly character 
man. And this ice: 
discourse in the Sth of 


whole ‘* e by the 
a prope rly arranged with his 


Romans, will make 


second 


the whole 
appesr perfectly consistent with his 12th verse above 


quoted. In the true sense of the apostle’s reasoning, 


the first individuvel man, wiio lived in flesh and blood 


was no more the first man Adam, than any of us, wh: 


live now. His meaning is, that we are all the first, the 


earthy Adam; but that we shalkeve weer all of us 
| constitute the fulness of the second, spiritual, heavenly 
man, 

That the apostle’s reasoning, was not intended t 


support the common doc trine of the fail, &e.may be 
Pee = ° ae ° ° . ° g 
clearly seen if we examine it a little more particularly. 


Nothing, for 


postle extende 


inistance, Is more evident than that the a- 


d the benefits of Christ as far. : 


and even 
farther than the effects oi ‘the sin of Adam. Then the 
fact is as follows: If the sin of Adam chang- 


ed the nature of man, so that all men are now, and ever 
have been, simce the first transgression, inclined to all 
evil, and opposed to all good ; Jesus Christ, by his richt 
eousness, changed the whole nature, that fell in Adam 


ante agar 7 l att P ee ee } . 
bac mx avai, so ta it ail mankin G,. since the righteousness 


of Jesus Christ, are natura Hy ho Jy and perfec tly sinles 


all key . ; ‘. 
But thi is We ai; sD CW, UY ¢ a ee cé€. as well as by cCOm- 
is not true. This « doct rit © is 


of absurdity. It 


mon sense, he verv heicht 


| 
supposes that asi the generations o 











of 


| el in the mercy of God,” but to rejoice in its in-]to come. But not as the offence, so also is the free | men on earth. since Jesus Christ - 
He corruptible and undedied inenirance ; even the [gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead ; | totaliy de pra oa by we 150 of Ad. ere “ ~ ene 
ie inheritance of eTERNAL LIFE! much mere the grace of God, and the gift by grace,| oo bie ond ric rv dee hata aang nag arse eal 
4 H which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded un- | EIS le aS ae a see 
hal i pp accra CG may TEE BOT pie mF, epee ke orn} an And as it y by one that sinned, so is | vw ‘ at inom Rates the te it ie ‘ Per ve peor 
: . THE FOUNDATION Of the gift: for the judginent was by one to condemnation. | . d alent 7 Sgeeeee Sew eee 
. f GOOD MORALS. but the free gift Le af many of sens unto justification. | “aig in : 0 the _ orld pi aie uy iules ty : twith- 
Vek Where can any object be tound so proper to | For if by one man’s offence death x igned by one ; much Sih sis ane in - ianner of sin, we are sinsess beings ! 
et kindle all the benevelent and tender affecitions,}| more they which receive abundance of grace, and of | Now the plain facts are these, and the riptures will 
| as the Father of the Universe. and the author of | the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Je-| °° foun a to support them. In the earthy Adam 
a all felicity? Unmoved by veneration, can you]sus Christ: Therefore, as by the offence of one judg- we are sunjcet to vanity ; we are subject to be led inte 
4 7 


sin, but we are never guilty any crimes unless 


{ contempiate tat ¢ ndeur and m nesty which | ment came upou allmen to condemnation; even so by . we 
{} : bis works every whcre splay ? Untouched jthe righteousness of one, the trec gift came upon all commit th« - ourselves; Adam's sin is not imputed te 
7 by gratitude, can you view that protusion of} men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s dis- tae ne ene when we sin, but pot until we sin 
god, which. in this fl ising seasen of lite. his | obedience many were made sinners; so by the obedi- =e we guilty. q his certainly ugrees with our ex; peik 
beneficent hand pours around vou! Happy in|ence of one shall many be made righteous.” ence. No min living ever felt g guilty for what another 
the lore and affection of those with whom we] This is the apostle’s reasoning which is supposed to oie. 2. On the other band, the law of the spirit of life 
are connected, lock up to the Supreme Being, as} give ample support to the doctrine of imputation as has |!" Christ Jesus is caleuluted to make us free from the 





law of sin, and to justify us in the second man. the 
Lord from heaven ; but we are not righteous while we 
live in nor until The design of the 
gospel ministration is directed to reconcile sinners to 
God by Jesus Christ ; us recc onciled, 
we are not righteous; and it is a most evident fact that 
the righteousness of one individa ane 


been described. Well, says the reader, is it not plain 
that St. Paul here represents all mankine as sinners, 


the inspirer of all the friendship which has ever 
been shown you by others; formerly the sup- 

orter of your infancy, and the guide of your 
childhcod ; now the guardian of your youth, and 
the hope of your coming years. View religious 
homage, as a natural expression of gratitude to 
him for all his goodness 


sin, we do right. 


and under condemnation In consequence of the one in- 
dividual sin of the one individus) person, who was Ad- 
We reply; This does not appear to us to have 
e juspired writer, for before what 


he is most explicit to the con- 
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pati but until we are thy 


been the design of th 
iwe have above quote? 





al never justifies 
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ther while in sin. No man ever felt justified while un-| to speak in a way to encourage them to undertake in 


dcr consciousness of doing wrong. 


earnest the good work, and to persevere with determin- 


it may be proper to notice particularly the form of! ed fortitude and a fixed confidence in success. To 


expression in the 18th verse of the 5th of Romans— 
“* Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment came | 


1 


upon ail] men unto condemma\ion, even so by the right- leaven. 
eousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto! put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven 


justification of Jife.”’ It is believed that the true sense | 
‘of these words may be more easily uncerstood, by leav- 
ing out the supplied words. ‘The text would then read | 
thus: ‘* Therefore, as by the offence of one upon all men 
to condempation ; even so by the righteousness of one 


The supplied 


upon all men unto justification of life.” 
words ** judgment came”? in the first member of the 
text seems to indicate that this judgment to condemna- 
tion was something which was sent or denounced as a 
penalty for sin; but by leaving them out we see that 
the offence itself is the condemnation, and the reason 
that it is upon all is because all have sinned, So the, 
supplied words, ‘* the free gifl came,” in the last mem- 
ber of the text seems to indicate that the gilt of justil- 
cation was something besides righteousness itself; but 
by leaving them out we sce that it is righteousness which 
is the justification, and it is upon all men because it 
‘The tense in which 
The whoie pas- 


contemplates all men in holiness. 
the text speaks may now be noticed. 
sare speaks in the past tense ; and therefore says that 
all men have been condemned, and all men have been 
But what can be the meaning of this 
Certainly all the 


justified unto hfe. 
direct testimony in the past tense? 
generations of men, whici have Leen born since the 
apostle wrote this passage, could not be included in 
these words in no other than prophetic language, im 
which God calls those things which are not as though 
they were. But as the great things of which the apos- 
tle spake concerning the whole human family in both 
the first and seconc Adams, and as these things were 
all fixed in the council! and wisdom of God, they were 
all certain to take piace in the fulness of tines; and 
were there spoken as if they nad clready taken place. 
Having, as we hope, showa that the apostle’s reason- 
ing in the passage wich we have considered does by 


no means support the common doctrine of the fall of 


| 


this end we suggest to them the beautiful parables, spo- 
ken by our dear Redeemer, of the mustard seed and the 
See Matt. xiii, 31, 32, 33, “* Another parable 


is like toa grain of mustard-seed, which a man took ' 
ané sowed in his field ; which indeed is the least of all} 
seeds ; but when it is grown it Is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a tree; so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof. Another 
parable spake he unto them, the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was Jeavened.”> By 
these parables the divine instructer informed his disci- 
ples what would be the future extent and glory of his 
doctrine, which at that time found so few advocates, 
and against which the Jewish doctors, high priest, scribes 
and pharisees, with other sects were most bitterly op- 
posed. Brethren, you calculate the difficulties which 
are to be encountered in espousing the glorious doctrine 
of the impartial goodness of God, but compare those 
which are now possible with those which actually did 
| confront the gospel in its first promulgation, and then 
7 yourselves, if any thing can now be wanting to 
| maintain and promote it except the same love of truth 
and zeal in its defence, which overcome the greatest 
|possible privations, persecutions, and sufferings in the 
| primitive age of the church? 
| Our blessed Saviour’s example should be ever before 
| our eyes. Ile made tor himself none of these discour- 
aging calculations, though he perfectly knew, that while 
foxes had holes and the birds of the air had nests the 
son of man should not have where to lay bis head. And 
he moreover knew that he should lay down his life for 
the doctrine he preached. When we think of all his 
labours, of his sufferings, and his death for the sake of 
truth, ought we not to be ashamed of ourselves for those 
backward, shrinking veelings which prevent our going 
| forward in support of what has been planted at the ex- 








| pense of the Saviour’s blood? 
|} Look at that little immortal band of spiritual heroes, 


/ 


man, we have the pleasure to conclude these remarks | t© whom their divine master spake so encouragingly, 
‘ . ; : 7 . ~ * learn 66 fae + |; » Anek j; cw cath ea 
by observing, that the heart-cheering doctrine of uni ; S4ythg, fear not little flock, it is your Father’s good 


versal holiness and happiness is most amply supported | 
in this 5th of Romans. And we recommend to our rea-! 


ders a careful examination of this chapter. They will! 


pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
If there ever was cause of discouragement to men 
engaged in any pursuit that was lawful and right, is it 


é ae ‘ a 4% Se hat 3¢ law 3 a > gracstles ? 
find Christ and the great salvation, the salvation of all | not evident that it layin the way of the apostles? And 


men placed beyond all dispute ; and believing, may re- 
ioice with exceeding great joy. 





CONSIDERATIONS 


@ESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE PERSEVERENCE IN WELL 
DOING. 

Ir is too often the case that after people are convine- 
ed of the truth, as itis in Jesus revealed, they keep back 
irom professing it openly, because the general opinion 
of people is against it. Im this silustion ene says to 
bimselfy what benefit could arise from my owning tiils 
sentiment, which is so much spoken against?) 1{ would 
be vain for me to think of convineing my family con- 
nexions, much less have I any reason to think I could 
persuade our good minister to think favourably of a sen- 
timent against which he has said so much, and such bitter : 
things. It would make a great noise and sct every one a- 
gainst me without producing any good effects. 1 will, 
therefore, be silent, and keep the matter to myself. And 
even where there are a number in the same place, who 
wave had their minds enlightened into the truth, and are 
acquainted with each others mind, tley are apt to feel 
a backwardness in espousing the ciuse of truth, in a 
way to disseminate anc support it, arising from a know- 
ledge of the pointed opposition with which they would 
have to contend. 

To such people, in such circumstances, and there are 


yet perseverance with the blessing of Ged made them 

more than conguerers through bim who loved them. 
But perhaps you wil say, there cre but a few with 

us, and we had better wait mil mo-.e are ready to as- 


hes, *”" WEI 


sist. Jesus rep two or three are cathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
mber likewise, dear brethren, that Jesus has eaid, 
“J will draw all men unio me.’ fr you will meet to- 
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will find that the leaven is stil! alive and will operate, | 


esus, andin his snirit, you 


will soon will be drawa to you: you 


and that ihe mustard w: urish, while many will flock 
ta its | re moment on what has} 
h ra in u ¥ Pp i in wnat is now d Dg, 
wd you i ‘ i Vieyes ti ieve. that thre 
time is not far dist tic blessed doctrine of uni- 
versal love, mercy, wud grace will Hill our land, and be 
asa river watering al. our towns and etties. O that 
we may live to see the day, when ali sball 7o.a in songs 





of pratse to God and the Lamb, and not an ULDEeUCVINg | 


gloomy soul to be silent with despair of mercy j 


ee 


MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Jonathan C. Manning to Miss Jane 
Hutchinson. Mr. Samuel N. Fowler to Miss Mary 
Newman. Mr, Braddock Black to Miss Betsy Gorham 
Mathews. Mr. Joseph Andrews to Miss Mary Stacy. 
Mr. Daniel Spear to Miss Tamerson Nevans. Mr. L. 
Dam to Miss Aun Folsom. 





a-vast many of them scattered over our country, we wish 
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By His Exceninacy Jonn Brooks, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
A PROCLAMATION, 

For A Day or Prenic THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER. 

THE happiness of man being derived from the good- 


(ness of the Supreme Sovercign of the world, it becomes 


us to recognize and adore the great Source of all our 
enjoyments, and to express our obligations for the con- 
tinued care and munificence of an indulgent Providence: 
And the many blessings by which the current year has 
been distinguished, demand of the people of this State 
corresponding expressions of gratitude and thankfulness: 
I have, therefore, thought fit to appoint, and with the 
advice of the Council, do hereby appoint THURSDAY. 
the spconn day of DecEMBER next, to be observed as 
a Day of THANKSGIVING and PRAYER, through- 
out this Commonwealth. And the people of all relig 
ious denominations are requested to assemble in theii 
respective places of public worship, on that day, that 
we may unitedly and devoutly render to Almighty God 
the tribute of praise and thanksgiving for his unmerited 
favours ; for the uncommon degree of health which hav 
been enjoyed among us; for the rich abundance with 
which He has been pleased to crown both the forme: 
and the latter harvest; for the general prevalence ot 
harmony and geod fellowship, and the continuance of 
our civil and religious privileges—That our country is 
enjoying the relation of peace and amity with other na- 
tions—That, although owr commerce has suffered em- 
barrassments, yet, that ourdisheries have prospered, our 
fields have yielded a plentiful increase, and the efforts 
of industry have, generally, been liberally rewarded. 
And while we devoutly offer to the God of our mer- 
cies, the sacrifice of Thanksgiving, may we duly realize 
our own demerits; and, to ahumble confession of our 
sins, add earnest supplications to the throne of divine 
grace, through the great Saviour of men, for their re- 
mission—Tiiat God will be pleased, in his Providence, 
to supply the poor with friends and subsistence—That 
He will regard with Yavour the cause of virtue and pure 
religion—That He will continue the tokens of his pro- 
vidential care over the interests ot the United States— 
That He will bless and sustain the President in the dis- 
charge of the duties of ‘is elevated station ; superintend 
the deliberations of the. General and State Govern- 
ments; and preserve our Nation in peace—That He 
will bless our Judges and Magistrates, the Ministers of 
religion, and the insteucters of youth—That He will 
smile on the inieresis of learning, on our University, 
our Colleges end Sehools, and all stitutions for im- 
proving the minds and movals of the rising generation— 
That fle will be graciously pleased to succeed the ef- 
farts of all Societies, calculated to discountenance vice, 
promote piety, and to encourage the practice of hu- 
manity aud kindness—And that, by the wisdom and 
of an Almighty Providence, the time may be 
hastened when the holy religion of the Gospel shall be 
universa!; **and there shall be one Lord, and his name 


eoodness 





one,”’ ** over atl the earth.” 

And all ihe people are. requested to abstain from all 
labour and a:iusements inconsistent with tie solemni- 
lies of the said day. 

Given at the Councit Chamber in Boston, the 18th 
day of October, in the year of our Lord, eighteen 
hundred and nineteen ; and of the Independence 
of the United 2tates of America, the fort 7-fourth. 

JOHN BROOKS, 
Dy His aceilency the Governor, with the adviee and 
consent of the Council. 

ALDEN BRADFORD, Secretary. 


' Gop SaAvE THE COMMONWEALYH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 





DIED, 
in Newark, N. J. Hon. ErisHa Pounrnor, aged 71. 
In this town, Mrs, Anna, wife of t rancis James, aged 
58. Mr. William Leate,&7. A Child of Mr, Fria® 
Roberts, 2. Mr. Wiliam Newcomb, 23. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 
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SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE 
ane 
THE GREAT JUBILEE. 

HAIL glorious day! 
Proclaim’d by types and prophesies of old ! 
Thou day of heav’n’s eternal jubilee, 
Ordain’d of God to set poor captives free! 
(The trumpet sounds! the universe rejoices! 
All creatures join the song with cheerful voices.) 


4 


from ancient times foretold ! 


Great day, for which all other days were made ! 
Which God well pleas’d foresaw, whet he survey’d 
Man by rebellion ruin’d, lost, undone, 

Redeem’d, restor’d, by Jesus Christ his Son. 

(On his lost creatures God hath had compassion, 
And sent his Son to give them all salvation.) 


Thou day of God pretigur’d by the law, 

And which the prophets at a distance saw ; 

The grandeur of thy scenes I would proclaim, 

If God would touch my lips with heav’nly flame. 
(The distant prospect fills my soul with pleasure, 
And make my joys o’erflow beyond al] measure.) 


To me O God, the Iearned’s tongue impart; 
Direct my fancy, and inspire my heart! 

Fixt by the Great Eternal’s firm decree, 

Thy date is wrapt in awful mystery ; 

(But I would still believe what God hath spoken, 
His gracious promises can ne’er be broken.) 


So far remote that day conceal’d from view, 

Its hidden periods and its wonders toc, 

That men impiously traduce, blaspheme, 

And count th’ important day a fictious dream. 
(But God's designs are perfect, wise and glorious, 
And in the end they all shall prove victorious. ) 


Assist me faith, hope, charity divine, 

I prize your aid, Pll not invoke the Nine ; 
Teach me that hidden period to explore, 

When sin, and pain, and death shall be no more. 
(For such a day the sacred writings mention ; 
This is God’s truth and not 2 man’s invention.) 


When Christ shall over all his foes prevail, 

And spoil the pow’rs of darkness, death and hell; 
Then shall creation own his sov’reign sway, 

And ev’ry creature willingly obey. 

(For this most joyful day, the whole creatien 
Now groans, and travails in firm expectation.) 


Mach knee shall bow, and ev'ry tongue shall swear, 
\\ hile heav’n and earth his right to reign declare. 
> all mankind it shall be testify’d, 
) that due time, that Jesus for them dy’d. 
lis merits are of infinite extension, 
‘is dying shall accomplish its intention.) 


\i] things in him shall then re-headed be; 

\{] own him Lord, and bow the suppliant knee ; 

il reconcil’d to God, his love shall know, 
hether in heaven above, or earth below. 

fach one shall then fill up his proper etation, 

\l] join’d in hearty reconciliation.) 


‘he year of suBILFE shall then be come, 

And al] the Saviour purchas’d shall come home; 
Che Mediator shall no more complain, 

Phat he hath labour’d, spoke, or dy’d in vain: 
(He shall behold his blest designs completed, 
And sin and death eternally defeated.) 


The travail of his soul shall see, 

\nd satisfy’d eternally shall be, 

ihe trumpet of the JvUBILE® shall sound, 
us shal! be with endless glory crown’d; 
vr Lord is worthy of this exaltation, 
= head of all the ransom’d congregation.) 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


And through the great Jehovah’s wide domain, 
Not one shall rise against the glorious reign ; 
But all from sin and death, and bondage free, 
Shall praise his name to all eternity. 

(This was our great Creator’s first intention, 
His love and power exceed our comprehension.) 


When all are thus obedient to his call, 
Christ will resign and God be ALL in ALL, 
Here stop my soul; no farther seek to go ; 
What God reveals is quite enough to know. 
(‘These scenes are real and no pleasing fiction, 
What God hath said admits no contradiction.) 

{ Wenchester. 





: MORALITY. 


FROM THE BOSTON INTELLIGENCER, 


WHAT IS LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOUR? 


THAT we must love our neighbours as ourselves is the 
divine command. That all mankind are our neighbour 
cannot admit a doubt: Therefore the next inquir$ to 
be mede is: What is love to our neighbour? 
thet it consists in sharing our bread with the un- 








I answer 
fortunate, smoothing the thorny pillow of affliction, 
forgiving injuries, being slow to anger, judging with 
charity, healing divisions, and speaking peaceably to 
al] men. 

In giving of our substance to those of our fellow crea- 
tures, whom misfortune has reduced to want, we re- 
ceive in return more true pleasure than can be obtained 
by any other use of it in the consciousness of having act- 
ed right, of having done our duty. There are those 
who would turn a poor destitute being from their doors 
to perish in the streets with hunger, because they do 
not know whether he is worthy of charity—because he 
may be an imposter. Our Saviour says, ** give to him 
that asketh and from him that would borrow turn not 
thou away.’’ What matters it to us whether the applicant 
be worthy or unworthy. In supplying his wants we 
do our duty, and if he imposes on our humanity, his 
will be the punishment, but our reward will not be the 
less. I would not however, have it understood that I 
would give to one, whom 1 knew to be an imposter, 
but that I would not withhold, when I did not know. 
through scar of being imposed on. 

And in using our endeavours to soothe the afflictions 
of a fellow mortal, to bind up the broken heart and heal 
the wounded spirit, are we not creating happiness for 
ourselves? Does the look of gratitude from the being 
whom we have sympathised, whose head we have sup- 
perted on the bed of sickness or whose heart we assist- 
ed to reconcile to the dispensations of the Almighty. 
create no sensations of pleasure? Let him who doubts 
it make the experiment and his answer will be * Yes 
heartfeit.”” 

In being slow to anger, ready to forgive, we not en- 
ly obey the command and the example of our Redeem- 
er; we make for ourselves a good name, do ourselves 
an essential benefit, for when we err, as we must some- 
times, we are more readily forgiven by those we injure 
aud God will forgive unto men their sins as they for- 
give their debtors. 

** Charity covereth a multitude of sins’? in a double 
sense—Ii we judge with charity we mark not half the 
failings of our neighbours, and if we mark not theirs. 
will they be swift to notice ours? 
ther in heaven will not. 

** Blessed is the peace-maker for he shall see the king- 
dom of God.» Who would not, for this reward, use 
every faculty to heal the divisions which fall under his 
notice. Who will not confess the reward to be far a- 
bove the labour, as far above it, as heaven is removed 
from earth or God from man—and our feelings too, who 
is then, that does not acknowledge they are happier for 
the exertion. 

Oftentiines when a sharp word would make you an 
enemy, ** a soft answer would turn away wrath” —is it 


If they are, our Fa- 








not better then fo controu! our passions, cLeck tiem 
wheu they would burst forth with fury and thereby 
make a friend instead of an enemy. 

Let us observe all these points and we shall “love 
our neighbour a3 ourselves’—I know it is difficult to 
observe ibem as we ought—all depends on the com- 
mand we have over our passions—these may be kept 
under by continued exertion and the reward is surely 
worthy of the trial. NILKNARF 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE 
naan 
The following letter was taken from a manuscript ip 
the possession of the present family of KELLY, now is 
Lord Kelly’s Library, which was taken from the origi« 
nal letter of Plebius Lentulus, at Rome. 
A CHRISTIAN, 


Letter of Plebius Lentulus to the Senate of Rome, 
concerning Jesus Christ. 

Ir being the usual custom of Roman Governors to 
advertise the Senate and people of such things as hap 
pened in their Provinces, in the days of the Enipero: 
Tiberius Caesar, Plebius Lentulus, President of Judea, 
wrote the following Epistle to the Senate, concerning 
our Saviour. 

‘* There appeared in these our days a man of great 
virtue, named Jesus Curist, who is yet living among 
us, and of the Gentiles is accepted for a prophet of 
truth, but his own disciples call him the Son of God— 
he raiseth the dead, and cureth aj] manner of diseases. 
A man of stature somewhat tall and comely, with very 
reverend countenance, such as the beholders both love 
and fear,—his hair of the color of a chesnut full ripe, 
plain to his ears, whence downward it is more orient, 
curling and waving about bis shoulders.—In the midst 
of his head is a seam, or partition of his hair, after the 
manner of the Nazarites—His forehead plain and very 
delicate—His face without spot or wrinkle, beautified 
with a lovely red—His nose and mouth so formed, as 
nothing can be reprehended—His beard thickish, in co- 
lor like his hair, not very long, but forked—His look 
innocent and mature—His eyes grey, clear and quick, 
In reproving he is terrible—In admonishing, courteous 
and fair spoken—pleasant in conversation, mixed with 
gravity.—It caunot be remembered that any have seen 
him Jaugh—but many have seen him weep.—lIn propor. 
tion of body most excellent—His hands and arms most 
delectable to behold.—In speaking very temperate, 
modest and wise.—A man, for his singular beauty, sur 
paesing the children of men.”” 

PLEBIUS LENTULUS 





THE BIBLE, 

How consoling are the pages of Divine Oracles !— 
They are man’s best companions when bereaved of ev- 
ery other carthly enjoyment: they wipe the tears of 
regret from the widowed eye; they soothe the cares 
of the orphan, revealing a father who * sticketh closer 
than a brother,’ while they point out the means of 
salvation to all mankind through Jesus Christ.—[Adv. 


— 





one a ee —— 


JUST PUBLISHED, 
AND FOR SALE aT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, by Rev. H. Ballou, 
Pastor.—Text, St. Luke, xvi. 19—31. ** There was @ 
certain rich man which was clothed in purple and fint 
linen, &e. &e. &e.”” 

Also, for sale as above, 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universaltst 
Church in that place.—Price 62 1-2 eents. 
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PRINTING OF ALL RINDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OPFICE, IN 4 NEAT AND 
ELEGANT OTYLE#. 














